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Ayer estaba alli: was, were y there was
Inglés 1.2 ESO - Leccion

Respuesta rapida: Para hablar del pasado con to be usa was con |, he, she e it, y were con
you, we y they. La negativa es wasn't o weren't, y la pregunta invierte el orden: Was she late?
Para decir «habia» usa there was con singular y there were con plural. Se trabaja en A1+.

Nivel: 1.2 ESO (LOMLOE, RD 217/2022, referencia MCER Al+) - Referencia oficial: RD
217/2022 1.2 ESO, Nivel de referencia MCER Al+, RD 217/2022 CE1 Comprensién, RD 217/2022

CE2 Produccion

¢Como se forma el pasado del verbo to be?

Definicion

El pasado de to be tiene solo dos formas: was (con |, he, she, it) y were (con you, we,
they). Se traduce por «era», «estaba», «fue» o «estuvo» segun el contexto.

Sujeto Afirmativa Negativa Pregunta
I | was late. | wasn't late. Was | late?
you You were right. You weren't right. Were you right?
he / she /it She was in Cork. | She wasn't in Cork. | Was she in Cork?
we / you / they | They were ill. They weren't ill. Were they ill?

La negativa se forma con not (wasn't = was not, weren't = were not). En las preguntas el
verbo va delante del sujeto y no se usa did. Respuestas cortas: Yes, | was. — No, they weren't.

PRESENTE PASADO
I am / heis / she is/iti:J [ was }
{)u are / we are / they a} [ were }

No hay mas formas: solo dos.

Del presente al pasado: dos formas bastan.

¢Cuando se usan yesterday, last y ago?

Marcan que la situacién ya termind:

e yesterday, yesterday morning — ayer, ayer por la mafana.
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¢ last night, last week, last summer — anoche, la semana pasada, el verano pasado.
e two days ago, a year ago — hace dos dias, hace un afio. Ago va siempre después del
periodo de tiempo.

Ejemplos

Lucia was in Cork last summer. — Lucia estuvo en Cork el verano pasado.

The match was two hours ago. — El partido fue hace dos horas.

PASADO

last year last weekend two days ago yesterday NOW

—-O0——O0——O0—0—@

was / were (accion terminada)

Todas las marcas a la izquierda de NOW piden was o were.

¢Como se dice «habia» en pasado con there was y there were?

There was + singular o incontable; There were + plural. Negativa: There wasn't a lift.
Pregunta: Was there a park? — Were there any shops?

Errores tipicos del hispanohablante

e Falta el sujeto: X Was raining. v It was raining.

* La edad lleva to be, no have: X | had twelve years. v | was twelve.

e El plural pide were: X There was two dogs. v There were two dogs.

e No se escribe «uere»: were suena /w3:/ y was suena /woz/ (en habla rapida, /waz/).

Nota cultural

En inglés britanico se dice at the weekend; en inglés de Estados Unidos, on the weekend.
Las dos frases valen con was y were.
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El consejo de Leo

Antes de escribir, cuenta las cosas: éuna? was. éVarias? were. Y con you usa siempre were,
aunque hables con una sola persona.

Lo esencial

¢ Solo hay dos formas en pasado: was y were.

e Con you se usa siempre were, aunque sea una sola persona.

¢ La negativa se forma con wasn't y weren't; no se usa did.

e Yesterday, last week y two days ago marcan un hecho terminado.
e There was va con singular e incontables; there were con plurales.

Ayer estaba alli: was, were y there was: preguntas frecuentes

¢Cuando uso was y cuando were?

Was va con |, he, she e it. Were va con you, we y they, y con todos los plurales. Con you
siempre se usa were, también cuando hablas con una sola persona.

¢Como se dice «tenia 12 anos» en inglés?
Se dice «l was twelve». En inglés la edad se expresa con to be, no con have. Puedes afnadir
years old: | was twelve years old.

¢Se usa did con was y were?

No. Was y were forman solas la negativa y la pregunta: | wasn't late, Were you late? Did
aparece con los demds verbos en pasado, no con to be.

¢Cudl es la diferencia entre there was y there were?

There was se usa con un solo elemento o un nombre incontable, como there was a park o
there was some water. There were se usa con plurales: there were two parks.

cDonde se coloca ago en la frase?

Ago va después del periodo de tiempo: two days ago, a year ago. Se puede poner al final de la
frase o al principio: | was in Cork two years ago.
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