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Contar lo que pasé con was y were

Inglés A1 - Principiante - Leccion

Respuesta rapida: Para hablar del pasado con el verbo to be, usa was con |, he, she, it y were
con you, we, they. Negacién: wasn't y weren't. Pregunta: inviertes el orden, Was she late? Con
yesterday o last week puedes contar un viaje corto: dénde estabas y cdémo era todo.

Nivel: Inglés A1 (MCER, principiante) - Referencia oficial: MCER Al (Volumen complementario
2020), MCER A1l Expresién oral

¢Qué significan was y were?

Definicion

Was y were son el pasado del verbo to be (ser o estar). Sirven para decir dénde estaba
alguien, cdmo era algo o cémo se sentia una persona en un momento que ya terminé.

last year last week yesterday NOW
@ @ @ -
was / were am /is/ are

Todo lo que queda a la izquierda de NOW usa was o were.

¢Como se forman las frases con was y were?

Persona Afirmativa Negativa Pregunta
| | was | wasn't Was I?
he / she /it she was she wasn't Was she?

you / we / they | they were they weren't | Were they?

Una sola forma para las tres personas del singular (I, he, she, it = was) y otra para you
(singular y plural), we y they (= were). En las respuestas cortas se repite la forma: Yes, |

was. / No, we weren't.
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| - he - she - it you - we - they

WAS WERE

Dos cajas, dos formas.

¢Qué expresiones de tiempo acompanan al pasado?

Puedes usar yesterday (ayer), last night (anoche), last week (la semana pasada), on Saturday
(el sdbado) y two days ago (hace dos dias).

: ¢ Valentina was in Seattle last week. — Valentina estuvo en Seattle la semana pasada. :
: e The train was late, but the seats were comfortable. — El tren llegé tarde, pero los I
I asientos eran cémodos. :
' e We weren't at the museum on Monday. — No estuvimos en el museo el lunes. I
: e Were you tired after the trip? — {Estabas cansado después del viaje? :
I

Cuidado con estos errores

No mezcles presente y pasado: Yesterday | am tired es incorrecto; di Yesterday | was tired.
Tampoco quites el sujeto como en espafol: Was very cold debe ser It was very cold. Y
cuidado con you was: con you siempre se dice you were.

¢Coémo se describe un viaje corto?

Combina Where was...? y How was...? con adjetivos sencillos.

e How was the hotel? — It was small but clean.
e Where were you on Sunday? — We were in Cork.

En Reino Unido, Irlanda y Estados Unidos es habitual saludar el lunes con How was your
weekend? Es conversacién ligera: basta una respuesta breve como It was great, thanks.

El consejo de Leo

En mi cuaderno de viaje anoto cada noche tres frases con was o were: dénde estuve,
cémo estaba el tiempo y cémo fue la comida. Asi practicas el pasado sin darte cuenta.
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¢Como se pronuncian was y were?

Dentro de una frase, was suena débil, casi uas con una vocal muy corta, y were suena como
uer. Solo se pronuncian con fuerza en las respuestas cortas: Yes, he was.

Lo esencial

Was va con |, he, she, it; were va con you, we, they.

e Negacién: was not = wasn't y were not = weren't.

Pregunta: Was he...? / Were they...? sin ningln auxiliar.
Marcadores: yesterday, last night, last week, two days ago, in July.
Nunca se omite el sujeto: It was cold, no Was cold.

Contar lo que paso6 con was y were: preguntas frecuentes

¢Cuando se usa was y cuando were?

Se usa was con |, he, she e it. Se usa were con you, we y they. No importa si es singular o
plural en el caso de you.

¢Como se hace la negacion del pasado de to be?

Se aflade not detras de was o were. En la lengua hablada se contrae: wasn't y weren't. No
hace falta ningun auxiliar.

¢Como se pregunta con was y were?

Se coloca el verbo delante del sujeto: Was Lucia at home? o Were they late? La respuesta
corta repite el verbo: Yes, she was.

cWas y were equivalen a ser o a estar?

Equivalen a los dos, y también a verbos como estuve o habia. El espanol distingue por el
contexto; en inglés es el mismo verbo was o were.

ZQué palabras indican que debo usar el pasado?

Las mas frecuentes son yesterday, last night, last week, two days ago y fechas pasadas como
in 2021. Si las ves, piensa en was 0 were.
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