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Corrigé could ou was able to

Corrigé des exercices - niveau Terminale

Voici le corrigé could ou was able to des vingt exercices, dans I'ordre. Ensuite, les
réponses sont en gras ; une courte justification rappelle le critere utilisé, aptitude,
réussite, perception ou permission.

De plus, ce corrigé est a télécharger en PDF et a imprimer gratuitement : le bouton se
trouve en bas de la page, sans inscription.

La correction détaillée

Le corrigé could ou was able to, exercice par exercice

Correction de l'exercice 1 : Aptitude ou réussite ?

1. A: aptitude liée a I'age.

2. R : une ascension précise.

3. A : savoir parler une langue.

4. R : un atterrissage réussi malgré la tempéte.
5. A : capacité habituelle (when | was younger).
6. R :in the end signale une réussite.

Correction de I'exercice 2 : Could ou was / were able to

could : aptitude pendant une période (was able to serait possible mais plus lourd).
was able to : réussite d'une évasion précise ; could est exclu.

could : aptitude générale a un age donné.

was able to : réussite ponctuelle.

were able to : réussite précise grace a la carte.

could : aptitude habituelle.
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De plus, une regle expliquée a voix haute se retient mieux.
Correction de I'exercice 3 : Reformuler avec managed to

1. In the end, she managed to convince her parents.
2. They managed to save the injured whale.
3. Did you manage to get a refund? Apres did, base verbale manage.

4. The firefighters managed to put out the fire after six hours.
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5. He didn't manage to finish the marathon.

Correction de I'exercice 4 : La forme négative

1. I couldn't hear the speaker.

2. She wasn't able to open the jar.

3. They didn't manage to find a hotel.

4. We couldn't understand his accent.

5. He wasn't able to answer the last question.

Toutefois, une méme regle peut avoir plusieurs exceptions.

Suite du travail : exercice 5 : corrigé could ou was able to

Correction de I'exercice 5 : Could avec les verbes de perception

could see.

could smell.

couldn’'t understand.

could feel.

could hear.

couldn't remember. Avec ces verbes, could s'emploie méme pour un moment
précis.

R

Correction de |

exercice 6 : Be able to a tous les temps

will be able to vote.

haven't been able to sleep : since impose le present perfect.
to be able to play.

Being able to speak : gérondif sujet.

be able to get : aprées un modal, base verbale be.

be able to run.
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En outre, chaque correction suit I'ordre de la fiche.

Correction de I'exercice 7 : Texte, I'ascension du Ben Nevis

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Faux : « As a teenager he could climb almost anything. »

Faux : « he couldn't see more than ten metres ahead ».

Vrai : « he managed to reach the summit ».

Faux : « he wasn't able to take a single photograph ».

Vrai : « he could hear the wind roaring over the cliffs ».

Il s'agit d'une réussite unique obtenue apres un gros effort ; could
exprimerait seulement une aptitude générale et ne dirait pas que Liam a

atteint le sommet.
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Suite du travail : exercice 8 : corrigé could ou was able to

Correction de I'exercice 8 : Capacité ou permission ?

1. Permission : we were allowed to wear jeans on Fridays.

2. Capacité : Grandma was able to knit a jumper in two days.

3. Permission (un droit) : women in Switzerland weren't allowed to vote in
federal elections.

4. Capacité : my brother was able to swim before he was able to walk.

. Permission : visitors were allowed to take photos inside the museum.

6. Capacité : ten years ago, | wasn't able to read Japanese.

(9,

En outre, un carnet d'erreurs devient vite trés utile.

Correction de I'exercice 9 : Correction d

erreurs

1. After three attempts, | was able to (managed to) pass my driving test.
Réussite ponctuelle.

She succeeded in winning the race. (ou She managed to win the race.)

I will be able to help you tomorrow. Deux modaux ne se suivent pas.

He could swim when he was four. Pas de to apres un modal.

They managed to find the keys under the sofa.

Yesterday, at last, | was able to (managed to) open the door with the old
key.

on P gs B

Suite du travail : exercice 10 : corrigé could ou was able to

Correction de I'exercice 10 : Traduction du francais vers l'ang

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

When she was little, she could swim.

Despite the strike, we were able to (managed to) catch the last train.
He couldn't (wasn't able to) come to the meeting.

I haven't been able to sleep since Monday.

They managed to convince the jury.

We could hear the sea from the bedroom.

De méme, comparez les cas voisins pour éviter les confusions.

Correction de I'exercice 11 : Production guidée

D'abord, exemple de réponse modele :

1. When | was eight, | could recite every capital city in Europe.
2. 1 couldn't swim until | was eleven.

3. Last summer | managed to swim across the lake despite the cold.
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4. Thanks to my coach's advice, | was able to beat my personal record.
5. Next year | will be able to compete at national level.

Correction de l'exercice 12 : could have + participe passé

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Correction de l'exercice 13 : too ou enough

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

could have won : possibilité non réalisée.

could have called.

could have taken.

couldn't have seen : impossible, il n'était pas la.
couldn't have been : impossible, elle était a I'étranger.
could have asked.

The suitcase was too heavy for me to carry.

She was too tired to concentrate.

The room was too small for us to hold the meeting there.
He was strong enough to lift the piano.

The coffee was too hot for her to drink.

The students were clever enough to solve the problem.

Correction de l'exercice 14 : compréhension : une randonnée difficile

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Because there was no signal.

He (or she) could read a map.

They were able to find a path down.

They arrived at a small hut.

The rescue team found them.

"One of them could read a map" : c'est une compétence générale, donc could.

Correction de l'exercice 15 : associer les débuts et les fins

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

b : she was able to finish the race.

e : my uncle could play the piano by ear.

f : we weren't able to get tickets.

¢ : the old computer couldn't run the new software.
a : the explorers were able to find the village.

d : | couldn't hear a word because of the noise.

Correction de I'exercice 16 : succeed in + -ing

1. They succeeded in repairing the engine.
2. She succeeded in persuading the board.
3. We succeeded in booking a table.

4. He succeeded in winning.
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5. The team succeeded in breaking the record.

6.

I succeeded in convincing her.

Correction de l'exercice 17 : could, would be able to et hypothese

@1 G0 s =

could

could

would be able to (ou : would understand).
were able to (ou : could).

would be able to

could

Correction de l'exercice 18 : passer au passé

. Nobody could find the key, but Sam was able to find it.

I couldn't swim well, but in the end | was able to cross the river.

. She could play three instruments, and that night she was able to impress

the jury.
We couldn't see the stage, but we were able to hear the band. (could hear
est aussi possible : verbe de perception)

. He could run fast, and that day he was able to win the race.
. They couldn't understand the instructions; finally a technician was able

to explain them.

Correction de I'exercice 19 : un message a un ami

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

weren't able to (ou : couldn't) : échec ponctuel.
was able to : réussite ponctuelle.

could : aptitude générale dans le passé.
couldn’t (ou : wasn't able to).

were able to : réussite ponctuelle.

was able to : réussite ponctuelle.

Correction de lI'exercice 20 : un obstacle surmonté

Exemple de réponse :

Last year, | had to give a presentation in English. At first, | couldn't speak in
front of the class because | was too shy. When | was younger, | could never
talk to a large group. However, | practised every evening with my brother. In
the end, | was able to deliver the whole talk without notes. The teacher said |
managed to convince everybody. | learnt that practice makes anything
possible.
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Comment progresser aprés ce corrigé

Si vous vous étes trompé surtout dans les exercices 2 et 9, entrainez-vous a poser la
guestion « une fois ou en général ? » avant d'écrire could. Rédigez ensuite un court récit au
passé (une compétition, un voyage, un examen) en employant au moins une fois could, was
able to, managed to et couldn't : c'est I'usage en contexte qui fixe la regle.

Retour aux énoncés des exercices

Bien utiliser le corrigé : corrigé could ou was able to
Avant de lire la correction

Ainsi, le theme « corrigé could ou was able to » demande de la méthode. Puis, apprenez les
formes fautives une par une. Ensuite, comparez votre réponse avec celle de la correction.
De plus, relisez la lecon liée a la fiche en cas de doute. Puis, lisez la remarque qui
accompagne la réponse. Ainsi, vous repérez vite vos erreurs. Mais refaites I'exercice en
cachant la réponse.

En lisant la correction

En outre, les remarques en italique méritent une relecture. Mais gardez le corrigé fermé
pendant le premier essai. Ensuite, classez vos erreurs par type dans un tableau. Puis,
relisez ce classeur avant les vacances. Par exemple, notez la faute, puis la forme juste a
co6té. Donc ne vous contentez pas de lire la solution. De plus, soulignez les mots qui vous
ont posé probleme.

Apres la lecture

Cependant, ne copiez jamais la réponse sans la comprendre. En effet, la mémoire retient
mieux ce qu'on a corrigé soi-méme.
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