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Corrigé modaux de certitude

Corrigé des exercices - niveau 1lre

Ce corrigé modaux de certitude suit I'ordre des vingt exercices. Les réponses sont en
gras ; quand plusieurs modaux sont possibles, ils sont indiqués, avec la nuance qui les
sépare.

Ce corrigé est a télécharger en PDF et a imprimer gratuitement : le bouton se trouve
en bas de la page, sans inscription.

La correction détaillée

Le corrigé modaux de certitude, réponse par réponse

Correction de I'exercice 1 : Placer sur I'échelle

: must, déduction a partir d'un indice.
: can't.

: might.

: should, ce qui est attendu.

: be bound to.

: be unlikely to.

: could.

: be likely to.
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exercice 2 : Must ou can

Correction de |

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Réponses des exercices 3 a 4

must
can't
must
can't
must
can't : il sourit, donc il ne peut pas étre sérieux.
must
can't

Correction de I'exercice 3 : Base verbale, be + -ing ou have + participe
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be sleeping : action en cours maintenant.

have finished : action déja accomplie.

be working : en cours ce soir.

be : état présent.

have taken : yesterday, hypothese sur le passé.
be
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Correction de l'exercice 4 : Hypotheéses sur le passé

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

He must have forgotten our appointment.

She can't have seen us; it was dark.

They may (might) have missed the train.

The museum must have been closed on Monday.

The email might (may) have gone to your spam folder.
He can't have written this essay alone.

Réponses des exercices 5 a 6

Correction de I'exercice 5 : Be likely to, be unlikely to, be bound to

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

It is likely to snow tonight.

They are bound to be late.

She is unlikely to accept the offer.

Prices are likely to rise.

You are bound to find a job with your degree.
The match is likely to be cancelled.

Correction de l'exercice 6 : L'enquéte de l'inspecteur Hale

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

must have left : les traces menent au portail.

can't have broken : le verre est dehors, la vitre a été cassée de l'intérieur.
must have known : |a serrure est intacte.

must have recognised : le chien n'a pas aboyé.

might have heard / (might have) broken : simple hypothese, sans preuve.
might have drunk : I'indice ne suffit pas pour étre sir.

Réponses des exercices 7 a 8

Correction de I'exercice 7 : Corriger les erreurs

He can't be French: his accent is clearly American.
She must have left early.

You might be right.

It is likely to rain this afternoon.

5. He must have gone home.
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6. They are bound to win the election.
7. Maybe she is at the library. (ou She may be at the library.)

Correction de I'exercice 8 : Traduire en anglais|

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

He must be ill: he's never absent.

It can't be true.

They must have got lost.

She may (might) have missed her bus.
It's bound to rain during the picnic.
They can't have forgotten.

Réponses des exercices 9 a 10

Correction de I'exercice 9 : Traduire en francais

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Tu aurais pu étre tué !

Ca doit étre le livreur.

Il a de grandes chances d'étre élu. (ou Il sera probablement élu.)
Tu aurais pu me le dire ! (reproche)

Le train devrait arriver d'une minute a l'autre.

Correction de I'exercice 10 : Le portefeuille sur le banc

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

must : déduction a partir de l'indice (portefeuille sec).
might : Leo n'est pas sdr.

can't : la carte appartient a une jeune fille.

bound

unlikely

likely

Réponses de l'exercice 11

Correction de |

exercice 11 : Production guidée

Exemple de réponse :

The traveller must be somewhere in the station.

It can't be a normal departure: nobody leaves a suitcase open like that.
The flowers might be a present for someone waiting in Inverness.

The person must have left in a hurry.

They can't have taken the train, since the ticket is still here.

The police are likely to find the owner very soon.

S

exercice 12 : Should : conseil ou attente ?

Correction de |
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: The bus is likely to be here in five minutes.
: conseil.

: They are likely to arrive by noon.

: conseil.

: The results are likely to be online by Friday.
: conseil négatif.

: The film is likely to be good.
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Quand le sujet est une chose ou un événement et que la phrase prédit, should exprime
une attente, non un conseil.

Correction de l'exercice 13 : Les négations de la certitude

: can't, déduction d'impossibilité.

: may not, incertitude.

: mustn't, interdiction.

: might not.

: can't have been, impossibilité dans le passé.
: may not.

: needn't, absence de nécessité.
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Attention : must not ne veut pas dire « ce n'est probablement pas vrai » ; pour cela, on
emploie can't.

Correction de I'exercice 14 : Modal ou adverbe ?

Perhaps (Maybe) she is right.

Perhaps (Maybe) he forgot (has forgotten).
They are probably home by now.

Perhaps (Maybe) it is a mistake.

He is certainly tired.

It is definitely not true.

Gn Gl s B N L=

Perhaps et maybe se placent en début de phrase ; probably et certainly apres le verbe
be.

Correction de I'exercice 15 : Du pourcentage au modal

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Our team should win the cup. (ou is likely to)
It might (may, could) snow tonight.
The plane is unlikely to be late.
Mrs Hart must be in her office.
The shop can't be open on Sunday.
6. The sun is bound to rise tomorrow. (ou will)
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Correction de l'exercice 16 : Texte : I'épave

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The hull is covered with shells and the cannons are of an old type.
Because only three small cannons were found.

It might have carried tea or silk.

It should reveal the ship's name.

Because the site is huge.

Correction de I'exercice 17 : Le colis mystérieux

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

could : simple possibilité.

can't : trop lourd pour un livre.

must : déduction a partir de I'indice du magasin.
should : attente raisonnable.

bound to : quasi-certitude (is bound to be).

Correction de I'exercice 18 : Indices et conclusions

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

D'autres modaux sont acceptés si le degré de certitude reste cohérent avec l'indice.

The neighbours must be in.

He might (may, could) be on a plane.

A child can't (couldn't) have made them.

It is likely to rain soon. (ou should / is bound to)

She must have left. (ou must be leaving)

He may (might) have misunderstood the question.

Correction de I'exercice 19 : Observer et déduire

Exemple de réponse :

Someone must be at home: there is a light on in one window.

The owners can't have gone far: their car is in the drive.

They might be on holiday: newspapers have piled up in front of the door.
The light could be on a timer.

The owners are unlikely to answer if they are away.
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Toute réponse cohérente avec les indices est acceptée, si chague modal est suivi de la
bonne forme du verbe.

Correction de I'exercice 20 : Production : un mystere

Exemple de réponse :

Yesterday evening, | heard a strange noise in the school library. Someone must be
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working late, | thought, but the door was locked. It can't have been the caretaker: he
had already gone home. It might be a mouse, or the wind could be making the
windows rattle. The librarian should know the answer. Perhaps a pupil may have
forgotten a book on the shelf, and it is bound to fall one day. Tomorrow I will ask her.

Comment progresser apreés ce corrigé

Les erreurs les plus fréquentes portent sur la forme qui suit le modal : base verbale, be + -
ing ou have + participe passé. Pour vous entrainer, prenez une photo de presse et écrivez
trois hypothéses au présent et trois au passé, en variant must, might et can't. Réutilisez
aussi be likely to et be bound to dans vos rédactions : ces tournures montrent au correcteur
gue vous savez nuancer, ce qui est valorisé au niveau B1+.

Retour aux énoncés des exercices
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